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What are drylands? Where are they found and how important are they for human habitation and agriculture? 
Drylands
These are areas which are defined according to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), as areas whereby the potential water amount that gets transferred into the atmosphere from the land is over 1.5 times greater than the precipitation being received by the area. This is obtained from the aridity calculation index. Moreover, these areas are defined by water scarcity, seasonal climatic conditions that are extreme and the rain that is unpredictable. The literature will discuss what are drylands, where they are found and how important are they for human habitation and agriculture.
Classification of Drylands and Their Location in Around the World
Dry sub-humid lands
These are lands that receive unpredictable rainfall pattern. The biodiversity in these lands enables them to adapt to this unpredictable rainfall pattern. In addition, irregular rainfall patterns lead to alternating conditions of droughts and floods at different times of the year. Albeit conditions vary in these areas, they support a vast category of crops and livestock in the world.  According to Bainbridge (2012), moreover, at better conditions, dry sub-humid lands would produce a very large majority of crops in the world. They contain different biomes in the world which include grasslands, savannahs, and the Mediterranean climates. These lands are found in countries like Iraq, Burkina Faso, Kazakhstan, Republic of Moldova, Botswana and Turkmenistan whereby 99% of these countries are covered by these lands. 
Walberto Acevedo 70782, GED 108, Unit 3
Semi-arid lands
[bookmark: _GoBack]Semi-arid lands are said to be climates or places that are partially dry and they receive an annual rainfall that is less than twenty inches. These lands also differ according to the temperatures and the biomes in them. Semi-arid lands are found in different regions in the world (Wichelns, 2001). They are found in Mexico, the Southwestern parts of the US and Europe. In Africa, they are found in countries that lie above the equator. Contrary, in Asia, they are found in countries in the south of the equator. 
Arid lands
These are said to be areas that do not have moisture that can support agricultural productivity. This inability is linked to conditions such as scarcity of rainfall, low humidity, high temperatures, and evapotranspiration. They makeup about 35% of the land mass in the world and are inhabited by about 20% of the world's population.  They are located in places like the northern part of Africa, Central America, Australia, and South America. 
Hyper-arid lands
	According to Beaumont (2014), hyper-arid lands are areas that receive less than 100 mm of rainfall annually. Moreover, in worse conditions, these places may go for several years without rainfall. In addition, they have no vegetation on them and cover 4.2% of the world. These regions include the areas covered by deserts in the world. Some of them are the Gobi Desert, Kalahari Desert, Sahara Desert, Namib desert, Negev and the Mojave Desert to mention just but a few. 
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Importance of Drylands from Human Habitation
World statistics show that drylands cover about 41% of the earth’s surface and support about over 2 billion people in the world. It is also important to note that 90% of the inhabitants of dry land are from developing countries.  Furthermore, these lands support a vast variety of biodiversity which supports the habitation of human beings in them. Due to the fact that many of the inhabitants of drylands areas are poor, they are ideal for supporting sustainable development in the livelihoods of the occupants (Arnon, 2012). They are, therefore, important in the implementation of programs for reduction of poverty including economic development. Consequently, they are reservoirs for carrying out possible development activities in society due to the availability of space and the great potential in them. 
Importance of Drylands in Agriculture
Drylands have great potential for supporting agriculture. Statistics reveal that 44 % of the food crops in the world are grown in drylands. In addition, percentage of livestock supported by these lands in the world is 50%. Branca et al. (2013) argue that drylands, therefore indicate a good potential for supporting human life. With proper mechanization of agriculture and the use of appropriate farming practices, these areas can have greater farming potential. Moreover, most of these areas have climatic conditions that can support livestock keeping and this accounts for the high percentage of animals globally. 
In summation, having discussed what are drylands, where they are found and how important are they for human habitation and agriculture, these lands can be much more important if a little effort is applied unto them. Such efforts as irrigation are very vital in turning less 
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productive lands to more productive ones. Therefore, developing countries that have large covers of such land and experience shortage in food can borrow ideas from countries that have the similar conditions but have made the best out of it like Egypt and Israel (Wichelns, 2001). Such countries have proved that dry land actually a great resource to them. 
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